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Public  Safety  National  Plan  and  Public 
Safety  Bands;  Disposition  of  Petitions  for 
Reconsideration;  Final  Rule  and  Notice  of 
Inquiry 
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FEDERAL  COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

47  CFR  Part  90 

[Gen.  Docket  No.  87-112;  FCC  88-247] 

Development  and  Implementation  of  a 
Public  Safety  National  Plan  and 
Amendment  To  Establish  Service 
Rules 

AGENCY:  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

ACTION:  Final  rule;  disposition  of 
petitions  for  reconsideration. 

SUMMARY:  On  December  18, 1987,  the 
Commission  released  a  Report  and 
Order  establishing  policies,  rules  and 
technical  standards  for  use  of  the  821- 
824/866-869  MHz  public  safety  bands. 
This  document  addresses  four  petitions 
submitted  in  regard  to  various  decisions 
contained  in  that  Report  and  Order. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Marty  Liebman,  Policy  and  Planning 
Branch,  Land  Mobile  and  Microwave 
Division,  Private  Radio  Bureau,  (202) 
632-6497. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This  is  a 
summary  of  the  Commission's 
Memorandum  Opinion  and  Order  on 
Reconsideration,  General  Docket  No. 
87-112,  adopted  July  20, 1988,  and 
released  September  7, 1988. 

The  full  text  of  this  Conunission 
decision  is  available  for  inspection  and 
copying  during  normal  business  hours  in 
the  FCC  Dockets  Branch  (Room  230), 

1919  M  Street  NW.,  Washington,  DC 
20554.  The  complete  text  of  this  decision 
may  also  be  purchased  from  the 
Commission's  copy  contractor. 
International  Transcription  Service, 

(202)  857-3800,  2100  M  Street  NW.,  Suite 
140,  Washington,  DC  20037. 

Summary  of  Memorandum  Opinion  and 
Order  on  Reconsideration 

1.  This  Memorandum  Opinion  and 
Order  on  Reconsideration  addresses 
four  petitions  for  reconsideration 
relating  to  the  Commission's  Report  and 
Order  adopting  the  rules  and  standards 
for  use  of  the  821-824/866-869  MHz 
public  safety  bands  (53  FR 1022,  January 
15, 1988). 

2.  General  Electric  Mobile 
Communications  Business  (General 
Electric)  asked  that  the  Commission 
reconsider  its  decision  in  the  Report  and 
Order  with  regard  to  trunking  standards. 
Specifically,  General  Electric  requested 
that  the  Commission  take  steps  to 
establish  a  trunking  standard  for 


equipment  operating  in  the  800  MHz 
public  safety  bands. 

3.  The  Cellular  Telecommunications 
Industry  Association  (CTIA)  requested 
that  the  Commission  ensure  that 
transmissions  in  the  821-824/866-869 
MHz  bands  do  not  cause  interference  to 
the  adjacent  824-849/869-894  MHz 
cellular  bands. 

4.  The  International  Municipal  Signal 
Association  and  the  International 
Association  of  Fire  Chiefs  (IMSA/IAFC) 
requested  reconsideration  and 
clarihcation  on  two  issues  relating  to  the 
functions  and  authority  of  the  Regional 
Planning  Committees  (RPCs).  First,  they 
asked  that  the  Commission  ensure  that 
all  eligible  entities  in  the  public  safety 
and  special  emergency  radio  services 
are  afforded  fair  treatment  in  obtaining 
channels  in  the  821-824/866-869  MHz 
bands;  and  second,  they  request  that  the 
Commission  clarify  the  exact 
responsibilities  of  regional  platming 
committees  in  the  reassignment  of 
below-800  MHz  frequencies. 

5.  The  New  Jersey  Division  of  State 
Police  (New  Jersey)  requested  that  the 
Commission  permit  users  of  806-821/ 
851-866  MHz  systems  to  modify  their 
equipment  to  add  new  channels  in  the 
821-824/866-869  MHz  bands  without 
requiring  that  the  equipment  be  type 
accepted  as  conforming  to  the  revised 
technical  standards  contained  in  the 
Report  and  Order. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  General  Electric 
petition,  the  Commission  concluded  that 
more  information  should  be  obtained  on 
the  subject  of  a  uniform  trunking 
standard.  The  Commission,  therefore, 
directed  that  a  new  Notice  of  Inquiry  be 
initiated  to  address  this  matter. 

7.  On  the  CTIA  petition,  the 
Commission  indicated  that  the 
likelihood  for  interference  to  the  lowest 
cellular  channel  (Channel  991)  from  the 
highest  public  safety  channel  (Channel 
830)  was  minimal.  The  Commission, 
however,  encouraged  cellular  operators 
to  provide  public  safety  regional 
planners  with  the  locations  of  service 
areas  that  might  be  affected.  The 
Commission  also  asked  regional 
planners  to  notify  licensees  of  existing 
cellular  systems  when  construction  of 
public  safety  systems  using  Channel  830 
was  contemplated  within  cellular 
service  areas. 

8.  With  respect  to  the  IMSA/IAFC 
petition,  the  Commission  reaffirmed  that 
all  public  safety  and  special  emergency 
services  would  be  fairly  represented  on 
regional  planning  committees.  The 
Commission  also  declared  that  regional 
planning  committees  would  have  the 


freedom  to  consider  below-800  MHz 
public  safety  bands  in  developing  their 
regional  plans,  but  that  the  licensing  of 
channels  in  these  bands  would  continue 
to  be  conducted  through  existing 
frequency  coordination  procedures. 

9.  In  addressing  the  New  Jersey 
petition,  the  Commission  decided  that 
users  of  806-821/851-866  MHz  systems 
could  modify  their  equipment  to  add 
new  channels  in  the  821-824/866-869 
MHz  bands  without  performing  all  the 
technical  modifications  necessary  to 
conform  such  equipment  to  the  revised 
technical  standards.  Users  planning  to 
make  such  modifications  to  their  806- 
821/851-866  MHz  systems  would, 
however,  be  required  to  notify  their 
regional  planning  committee  and  would 
have  to  reduce  the  frequency  deviation 
of  their  equipment  to  -I-  /  —  4  kHz.  The 
Commission's  decision  in  this  matter 
applied  only  to  806-821/851-866  MHz 
equipment  in  agency  possession  or  on 
order  prior  to  the  release  date  of  this 
Memorandum  Opinion  and  Order  on 
Reconsideration.  After  this  date, 
modified  equipment  would  have  to 
comply  with  all  of  the  revised  technical 
standards. 

Ordering  Clauses 

10.  It  Is  Ordered  under  the  authority 
granted  in  sections  4(i)  and  303  of  the 
Communications  Act  of  1934,  as 
amended,  47  U.S.C.  4(i)  and  303,  that  the 
Petition  for  Reconsideration  filed  by 
General  Electric  Mobile 
Communications  Business  is  Granted  to 
the  extent  indicated  herein  and 
otherwise  is  Denied. 

11.  It  Is  Further  Ordered  that  the 
Petition  for  Clarification  filed  by  the 
Cellular  Telecommunications  Industry 
Association  is  Granted  to  the  extent 
indicated  herein  and  otherwise  is 
Denied. 

12.  It  Is  Further  Ordered  that  the 
Petition  for  Reconsideration  and 
Clarification  filed  by  the  International 
Municipal  Signal  Association  and  the 
International  Association  of  Fire  Chief  is 
Granted  to  the  extent  indicated  herein 
and  otherwise  is  Denied. 

13.  It  Is  Further  Ordered  that  the 
Petition  for  Reconsideration  filed  by  the 
New  Jersey  Division  of  State  Police  is 
Granted  to  the  extent  indicated  herein 
and  otherwise  is  Denied. 

Federal  Communications  Commission. 

H.  Walker  Feaster  HI, 

Acting  Secretary. 

[FR  Doc.  88-20805  Filed  9-14-88:  8:45  am] 
BILLING  CODE  6712-01-11 
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FEDERAL  COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

47  CFR  Part  90 

[Gen.  Docket  No.  88-441;  FCC  88-287] 

Technical  Compatibility  Protocol 
Standards  For  Equipment  Operating  in 
the  800  MHz  Public  Safety  Bands 

agency:  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

action:  Notice  of  inquiry. 

summary:  In  a  decision  contained  in  a 
Memorandum  Opinion  and  Order  on 
Reconsideration,  adopted  July  20, 1988, 
the  Commission  directed  that  a  Notice 
of  Inquiry  be  initiated  to  gain 
information  on  the  subject  of  trunking 
standards.  This  Notice,  therefore, 
requests  public  comment  on  various 
issues  and  questions  relating  to  trunking 
compatibility  protocol  standards  for 
equipment  operating  in  the  800  MHz 
public  safety  bands. 

DATES:  Comments  may  be  filed  on  or 
before  October  17, 1988,  and  reply 
comments  may  be  filed  on  or  before 
November  3, 1988. 

ADDRESS:  Federal  Communications 
Commission,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 
1919  M  Street  NW.,  Washington,  DC 
20554. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Marty  Liebman,  Policy  and  Planning 
Branch,  Land  Mobile  and  Microwave 
Division,  Private  Radio  Bureau,  (202) 
632-6497. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This  is  a 
summary  of  the  Commission’s  Notice  of 
Inquiry,  Gen.  Docket  No.  88-441, 
adopted  August  26, 1988,  and  released 
September  7, 1988.  The  full  text  of  this 
Commission  decision  is  available  for 
inspection  and  copying  during  normal 
business  hours  in  the  FCC  Dockets 
Branch  (Room  230),  1919  M  Street,  NW., 
Washington,  DC  20554.  The  complete 
text  of  this  decision  may  also  be 
purchased  from  the  Commission’s  copy 
contractor.  International  Transcription 
Service,  (202)  857-3800,  2100  M  Street, 
NW.,  Suite  140,  Washington,  DC  20037. 

Summary  of  Notice  of  Inquiry 

1.  On  December  18, 1987,  the 
Commission  released  a  Report  and 
Order  adopting  policies,  service  rules 
and  technical  standards  to  govern  the 
use  of  the  821-824/866-869  MHz  public 
safety  spectrum  (53  FR 1022,  January  15, 
1988).  Five  petitions  were  filed  asking 
reconsideration  of  that  Report  and 
Order.  One  of  these  petitions  was 
submitted  by  General  Electric  Mobile 
Communications  Business  asking  that 
the  Commission  reconsider  its  decision 


in  the  Report  and  Order  with  regard  to 
trunking  standards  for  equipment 
operating  in  the  800  MHz  public  safety 
bands. 

2.  The  Commission  addressed  this 
petition  in  a  Memorandum  Opinion  and 
Order  on  Reconsideration  adopted  on 
July  20, 1988,  the  summary  of  which  is 
published  immediately  preceding  this 
notice  of  inquiry.  In  that  action,  the 
Commission  concluded  that  a  further 
proceeding  was  necessary  to  explore 
fully  the  question  of  trunking  standards. 
This  Notice  of  Inquiry  initiates  this 
proceeding. 

3.  In  this  Notice,  the  Commission 
requests  public  comment  on  various 
questions  relating  to  (1)  the  timeframe 
necessary  for  developing  standards,  (2) 
whether  a  trunking  standard  will  result 
in  interoperability,  and  (3)  the  effect 
trunking  standards  might  have  on  the 
cost  of  radio  equipment  and  the 
evolution  of  trunking  technology. 

4.  The  Commission  invites  all 
interested  parties  to  comment  on  the 
issues  raised  in  the  Notice. 

Federal  Communications  Commission. 

H.  Walker  Feaster  III, 

Acting  Secretary. 

[FR  Doc.  88-20806  Filed  9-14-88;  8:45  am] 
BILUNG  COOE  6712-01-M 


